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A letter from an innocent man while still in prison 15 years after a 2008 murder he did not commit.

Nathan Medina AA4500                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

CTF North Lassen B 244                                                                                                                                                      

P.O. Box 705                                                                                                                                                                 

Soledad, CA 93960-0705

August 2, 2023   

Case # 05-080656-2

Dear Governor – Gavin Newsom

Thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  done  in  working  towards  reforming  California’s  justice  system.  

Unfortunately, there are some lingering problems in the execution of these reforms and I must ask for 

your help.  The  Conviction Integrity Units (CIU) that were formed to investigate and overturn wrongful 

convictions are not doing their jobs.  There is no incentive or sense of urgency for them to overturn 

convictions.  Since they are a part of the district attorney’s office whose enforcement arm is the police, 

they actually have to expose crimes of their own colleagues and people they have professional and 

personal relationships with.  This presents a clear conflict of interest.

I actually feel victimized all over again, as my case has sat with the Contra Costa CIU for over a year and 

a half, while other priorities have been placed before it.  I could understand the delay if the evidence I 

presented to the CIU was ambiguous or incomplete and needed further investigation.  However, the 

professional misconduct that occurred in my case was so overwhelming and blatant that there is no 

way that it could be overlooked.  The case I presented is solid and can stand on it’s own.  It is clear that 

actual innocence claims are not a priority for the CIU since they do not have court deadlines. 

In January of 2022, my mother delivered my actual innocence claim to the CIU, with all supporting 

evidence, showing that my conviction was based on perjured testimony suborned by both my trial 

attorney (counsel) and the prosecutor.  I provided transcribed proof of witness tampering and showed a 

clear  conspiracy  between  the  Walnut  Creek  Police,  counsel,  and  the  prosecutor  to  permanently 

suppress exculpatory and impeachment evidence.  The identification of myself as the perpetrator had 

only been possible because the entirety of two 911 calls and three eyewitness interviews taken the day 

of the murder were withheld from the jury and myself.  I listed and provided proof of several crimes 
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committed by the Walnut Creek Police, counsel, prosecutor, and witnesses before, during, and after my 

trial.  

I received a letter from the CIU dated January 26, 2022, stating that they received my application, that 

they might contact me for more information if needed, and thanking me for my patience.  After a couple 

of months, my mother called the DA’s office and was told they have a six-month backlog.  Then, after 

nine months, she was told that they most likely wouldn’t be able to review my case until the summer of 

2023, because the new resentencing laws take priority over actual innocence claims. The resentencing 

cases have court deadlines and actual innocence claims do not.  This meant that there could be an 

indefinite postponement of cases such as mine as new laws and priorities come into play.

This seemed fundamentally unfair, so I put the energy I felt to constructive use.  In November 2022, I 

wrote about my case and the delay with the CIU to your office, several government agencies both local 

and federal,  many advocacy groups, and investigative reporters.  As of August of 2023,I have not 

received any responses from my writings.  What is most disheartening is that the CIU has left me in 

prison for over a year and a half now, while ignoring every request for information and evidence my 

mother has asked for.  

I stated that my complaint is that the CIU is underfunded and understaffed.  Why would a unit with 

limited funding and resources be burdened with resentencing when they have not fulfilled their original 

mandate or had even one exoneration?  Shouldn’t the real priority be to spring the wrongfully convicted 

from prison without delay?  Such as is in this headline: 

Mission of DA’s New Unit is to Spring the Wrongly Convicted from Prison by Annie Sciacca and Nate 

Gartrell PUBLISHED: May 24, 2019 in the East Bay Times.

In January 2023, my mother then received a call from DDA Feinberg, the head of the CIU.  He called to 

inform her that my case had come up for review and that he will be investigating it.  I can still remember 

the excitement and joy in my mother’s voice as she told me that she finally received the call that we have 

been waiting for.  She asked him if she could send him the digital audio/video copies of the witness 

interviews and one 911 recording that could not be transcribed.  He already had the certified transcripts 

of the two interviews that she was able to have transcribed in 2014.

Between January and February 1st, DDA Feinberg e-mailed my mother, letting her know that he was 

waiting on the ‘record of conviction' from the Attorney General.  Her understanding is that this is a 
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complete digital record of my case, which should contain digital copies of the two 911 calls and three 

eyewitness interviews taken the day of the murder - recordings that were never transcribed by the 

prosecution or counsel and kept from the jury, my appellant attorney, and myself.

Since February 1st DDA Feinberg has now ignored every attempt my mother has made to communicate.  

She continued to ask if he wanted the digital copies of the interviews, as he never gave her a positive 

reply.  She sent him more evidence of misconduct including a Marsden transcript.  She has sent e-mails 

with information and asking for the common courtesy of a reply to just let her know if he has received 

what she sent by mail and e-mail, her correspondences have gone unanswered.  On March 14th, I sent a 

three page letter to DDA Feinberg explaining my position and asking him to please reply back to my 

mother.  As of August 2nd, I have  not received a reply.  Neither the Attorney General’s Office or the CIU 

will give my mother nor me a confirmation of whether the ‘record of conviction' has been requested or 

sent to the CIU.  We have asked for a copy of it so that I could file a habeas corpus, but those requests 

have gone unanswered.

It has become clear that until the CIU receives pressure to do the job they were mandated to do, they will 

continue  to  stall  or  have  their  resources  redirected  in  order  to  protect  their  present  and  former 

colleagues.

The misconduct that occurred in my case carries criminal charges.  I wrote in my letter to DDA Feinberg 

that I did not care about others being held accountable for their transgressions. However, if it wasn’t for 

the professional misconduct in my case, it would have never made it to trial.  I wouldn’t have lost my 

fiancé and the last fifteen years of my life.  It is apparent, that unless I push for the public servants to be 

held accountable for their crimes, my case will just keep being ignored.  

Since there are no court deadlines or apparent oversight, cases like mine could be postponed for years 

without any accountability for the delay.  Should I sit quietly in prison this entire time for a crime I did not 

commit?

The wrongfully convicted and their families deserve better than what we are receiving now. 

While I am abundantly grateful that the need for CIU's has been recognized, it is clear that they are not 

doing the job they were mandated to do.  Whether it is because they have pressure from colleagues or 

because they have had a stranglehold put on them by being understaffed and underfunded doesn’t 
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matter.  The wrongfully convicted and their families continue to be victimized by being separated and 

living under the stigma of guilt. 

It is clear by the 2021 report on Government Misconduct and Convicting the Innocent that very few 

cases each year get overturned by the CIU’s alone.  The large majority of cases like mine where 

misconduct has been hidden, never see the light of day.

Our CIU’s must receive more staff and funding before a dent can be taken out of all the misconduct 

which has been hidden from the public.  A dedicated CIU is needed whose resources are not divided; 

One which only works on cases of wrongful conviction.  If this does not happen, then it is clear that they 

are only here to give the appearance of correcting wrongful convictions while being prevented from 

doing so.  I pray that this is not the case.

It is unconscionable that an actual innocence claim has to wait over a year before a review has even 

started.  It has already been over 15 years since I was torn from my life, lost my fiancé, and had my 

friends and parent’s lives thrown into turmoil.  If this was your family member, would you find this 

acceptable?  I am the one who is in prison, why has no one tried to interview or talk to me?

I hope and pray that my case and others like it will be brought to the attention of the public so that 

changes can take place.  From my conversations with other inmates, government misconduct and their 

cover ups are normal practice as there is little to no oversight or accountability even when misconduct 

charges are filed.  Something has to change.

Thank you,

Nathan Medina


